
RATIONALE: Everyone knows how to "read between the lines", but only the most active readers "write between the 
lines" . (M. Adler, How To Mark A Book, 1940).  Adler lists these five reasons for using annotation.  

TOPIC: Next to the problem number, record the financial topic label.    

OUTPUT FUNCTION: Place a square around the key word or phrase that identifies the output function. Next 
to this square, label the Excel formula that must be evaluated to answer the question.

INPUT VALUES: Place circles around each of the key words or phrases that identify the inputs required for 
evaluation of the output function.

INPUT TYPES: Underline the numeric values associated with each input quantity. Label each numeric values that 
is relevant to answering the question. 

● Annotation keeps you awake.  Wide awake.

● Active reading is thinking, and thinking itself expresses itself in words and symbols.

● Writing helps you remember.  An annotated page is reader's chronicle.

● Annotation slows you down, and encourages rereading.

 


